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temperament, home influence and district environ-
ment, and as far as possible work in a natural way
upon these. I often leave a boy * thinking.' Some-
times I leave him overnight before I discuss his case
with him, and have found it a very good plan.
Some boys only ' think' when the sword is over their
heads. I find this quite a good course even for
serious offences. A * regular criminal/ i.e. one who
would in the ordinary course require punishment for
trivial matters as well as more serious ones, I cause
to keep a personal diary of all his misdeeds, large and
small. He begins to * think' and I have never had
to continue the process much longer than a week."
There can be no doubt that there is here an indication
of the root of the whole matter; for sympathy with
the wronged and the injured is akin to the Divine
in us and until it is established there can be no true
deterrent from transgression, nor any true repentance
or confession. " Some people will not steal/7 writes
a discerning boy, " because they are afraid of being
put in prison. These people should not be trusted
because if they knew they would not be punished they
would steal outright." " It is not fair to steal/' says
another, " because we are taking someone's property.*'
And again, " If a boy has something and we take it
when he is not looking it is not fair to him." Is the
element of consideration for others sufficiently pro-
minent in our teaching ? Do we adequately explain
the reasons why God has given us the laws forbidding
theft, lying and other sins ? Many children say it
is wrong to commit such sins " because it is breaking
God's commandments/' and there they stop. If
further asked why God gave such commandments